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Institutional Graduation Rates
by Control, Academic Selectivity and Degree Level
1983 to 2001

9-Year Institutional Graduation Rates
at Public and Private 4-Year Institutions
1983 to 2001

Most students who enroll in college
intend to graduate. The fall 2001
survey of American four-year college
freshmen published by UCLA found
that 98.7 percent planned on a
bachelor’s degree or more from
college, and 96.5 percent planned to
eam a bachelor’s degree or more from
the college where they began their
studies.

f=]
o)

59.5
58.4 50.4
— 8158 g,
—— % 573577 su.7 B
T > s

. 57.8 ™ U58.2
-y 57.2 ~ 55.855

544543

Private

on
[=-]

Of course many college freshmen
leave college without a degree, some
may leave with an associate degree,
and many transfer between
postsecondary institutions before they
complete their studies. We reported
our analysis of Census Bureau data
collected in the March Currens
Popularion Survey between 1992 and
2000 in the December 2000 issue of
OPPORTUNITY (#102). In 2000
among those 25 to 29 years old that
had entered college:

® 493 had completed at least a
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bachelor’s degree. This was up
from 48.3 percent in 1992, and a
low of 44.7 percent in 1994.

® The bachelor’s degree completion
rate ranged from 29.4 percent for
Hispanics to 69.1 percent for
Asians. It was 50.7 percent for
males and 49.0 percent for
females.

® 14.9 percent of those 25 to 29
years had completed an associate’s
degree. This was up from 13.5
percent in 1992,

® The asscciate deprea comeletion
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paying jobs available in the American
economy. Thus, who gets a college
education decides who will prosper
and who will be left out of life's
opportunities.

For institutions, graduating the talent
they admit becomes an important
measure of the quality of the
educational experience offered to
admitted students. Institutions that
graduate a high proportion of those
they admit presumably have dooe a
better job educating their students than
do other institutions that graduate a
lower proportion of those they admit.

Of course the probability that a student
will graduate from college is primarily
determined by their prior academic
record in high school and on college
admissions tests. A priori one must
»xpect selective admissioas colleges to
graduate a larger proportion of their
enrolled freshmen than will less
selective colleges.

Here we examine institutional
graduation rate (IGR) data collected by
ACT on 2370 public and private two-
year and four-year colleges and
universities that admit freshmen. Of
the total, 919 are two-vear institutions
and 1451 are four-year colleges and
universities. The institutional
graduation rates for two-year colleges
are collected three years after
‘admission, and the institutional
graduation rates for four-year
institutions are collected five years
after admission,

Generally the ACT data (unlike the

Census data) show declines in

institutional graduation rates between

1983 and 2001. For example:

® Between 1983 and 2001 the 5-year
IGRs for four-year colleges and
universities declined from 58.4 to
50.9 percent.

® During this same period, the 3-year
IGRs for two year colleges
declined from 44.1 to 35.9 percent.

However institutional graduation rates
have beea rising at some institutions,
notably highly selective institutions, in
recent years. These and other findings
result from our analyses of the annual
reports ACT has published since 1983,

The Data

Each year ACT gathers a variety of
data from American colleges and
universities on its Institutional Data
Questionnaire (IDQ). These data are
used in support of its core business,
the ACT Assessment. The data are
also published in ACT's College
Planning/Search Book that ACT
provides for college planning.

Among the many questions on the
IDQ, ACT asks institutions for data on
those who graduate. For two-year
colleges, ACT asks:
% of entrants who complete an
associale degree ai  this
institution within 3 years
For four-year colleges, ACT asks:
% of emranis who ultimarely
complete the baccalaureate
degree at this institusion within
5 years after high school
graduation

The results are cross-tabulated with

institutional characteristics data that

describe institutions by control (public,

private), highest degree offered

(associate, BA, MA, PhD), and

admissions selectivity. [nstitutions are

asked on the IDQ to identify their

freshman admissicns pelicy as applied

to in-state or in-supporting-area

students:

® Highly selective (majority of
accepted freshmen in top 10% of
high school graduating class)

® Selective (majority of accepted

in top 25% of high

school graduating class)

® Traditional (majority of accepted
freshmen in top 50% of high
school graduating class)

® Liberal (some freshmen from lower
half of high school zraduating
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Mission Statement

This research letter is founded on two
fundamental beliefs. First, sound public
social policy requires accurale, current,
independent, and focused information on
the human condition. Second, education is
cssential to the development of human
potential and resources for both private
and public benefit. Thercfore, the purpase
of this research letter is to inform those
who formulate, fund, and administer
public policy and programs about the
condition of and influences that affect
postsecondary education opportunity forall
Americans.
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